	[image: image1.jpg](anst





	International and Regional Programs

Background Papers



	Title
	ISO, CEN and the Vienna Agreement



	
	

	Objective / Issue
	To clarify what the ISO/CEN Vienna Agreement is and its intent in coordinating work between ISO and CEN, the European Committee for Standardization.

	
	

	Summary Clarification of the ISO/CEN Vienna Agreement


	Where desired, CEN standards are coordinated with International Organization for Standardization (ISO) standards via the ISO/CEN Vienna Agreement.  This Agreement is similar to the IEC/CENELEC Dresden Agreement.  It provides the means for ISO standards to become CEN standards and vice versa.  The Agreement is supplemented by an Implementation Guidance Document.  Also available for your information and use is a very helpful ISO/CEN Vienna Agreement FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) document.

The latest version of the Vienna Agreement went into effect in 2001, superseding both the 1991 version of the Vienna Agreement and the earlier 1989 Lisbon Agreement.  The latest version of the Vienna Agreement features the following new provisions:

· The primacy of international standardization is more strongly reflected.

· Text has been added indicating that assignment of lead to CEN should only take place in very exceptional cases.

· ISO committees may decide to assign lead to CEN contingent on there being a CD level vote on the document in the ISO committee.

· Revisions of all Vienna Agreement documents will take place under ISO-lead, even if the current version was or is being developed under CEN-lead.

· The one to four ISO committee representatives may attend the relevant CEN committee meetings without need for issuance of special invitations and are expected to represent the breadth of comments from the ISO committee, not a consensus of the ISO committee as previously understood.

· Any ISO member may comment on a draft CEN standard even if there is no equivalent ISO activity.

· ISO and CEN considering the feasibility of eliminating CEN lead.

An ISO/CEN Joint Coordination Group, consisting of representatives of both organizations, has been established to monitor and manage the operation of the Vienna Agreement and to deal with any problems that may arise.  The Group usually meets annually

	
	

	Common Misunderstandings or Misinterpretations of the Vienna Agreement and ISO/CEN Relations 


	None of these Statements are True

· Under CEN lead, non-Europeans do not have the right to see or comment on anything until the DIS stage.

· If CEN proposes that a CEN project be considered to become an ISO standard under the Vienna Agreement, lead for development of the standard automatically goes to CEN.

· Europeans can vote to approve an ISO new work item proposal contingent on application of the Vienna Agreement and assignment of lead to CEN.

· Some ISO standards must be in line with and support EC Directives and legislation.

· There is no access for U.S. interests to the CEN standards development processes if there is no relevant ISO/TC /SC.

· A CEN standard or an ISO standard supporting an EC Directive is the only means to demonstrate conformity to the EC Directive.

	
	

	Helpful Hints to ANSI Delegates and Experts Related to the Vienna Agreement


	· Read and understand the ISO Directives, the Vienna Agreement and its Implementation Guidelines.

· If something doesn’t sound right, it probably isn’t.  Trust your instincts regarding the fairness of rules and procedures.

· Don’t accept unannounced actions at meetings.  Request instead that the action be taken via correspondence to allow for further consultations with other experts at home.

· Let ANSI know.  We are here to help you be more effective in your ISO activities.

	
	

	Statistics regarding CEN in relation to ISO


	· Approximately 33% of all CEN-approved standards are identical to ISO standards, 33% are on similar topics, and 33% are European standards without ISO counterparts.

· Total number of ISO active work items:  4,435

· Total number of ISO active work items covered by the ISO/CEN Vienna Agreement:  991

· Total number of these work items under ISO lead:  685

· Total number of these work items under CEN lead:  306

· Approximately 6.9% of the entire ISO active work program is under CEN lead.

· Approximately 77.7% of the entire ISO active work program is not affected by implementation of the Vienna Agreement at all.
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	Reprints
	This document is publicly available.  
Further distribution to interested parties is encouraged.
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